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Purdue University 
English 106           Academic Writing and Research 
English 106R         Learning Community Biology Module 

  

Curriculum and Instruction Courses Taught: 
Purdue University 
EDCI 285              Multiculturalism and Education 
  

Upward Bound Classic: (summers 2017 - present) 
English Language Arts (10th and 11th grades) 
Writing Intensive Course (11th and 12th grades) 
  

Courses per academic term: 
Y2013-2014: 3/3 
Y2014-2015: 3/2 
Y2015-2016: 3/3 
Y2016-2017: 3/3 
Y2017-2018: 3/3 

Y2018-2019: 3/3 
Y2019-2020: 3/3 
Y2020-2021: 3/4 
Y2021-2022: 3/3

Selected Conference Presentations 
“No Two the Same: A Reconsideration of the Slave Mother in Toni Morrison’s Beloved 
and Select Harlem Renaissance Fiction.” 79th Annual Convention. College Language 
Association. Raleigh/Durham, NC, April 2019 
  
“When ‘the Dream is the Truth’: Narrative Agency in Zora Neale Hurston’s 
Their Eyes Were Watching God.” 78th Annual Convention. College Language 
Association. Chicago, IL, April 2018 

“Apprehending Race in the African American Studies Classroom.” 77th Annual 
Convention. College Language Association. Columbia, MO, April 2017 

“Standing in the Veil: Class, Colorism, and Audience in James Weldon Johnson’s The 
Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man and Toni Morrison’s ‘Recitatif.’” 22nd Annual 
Academic Conference for UNC-Chapel Hill’s Moore Undergraduate Research 
Apprentice Program. Theme: The Politics of Colorism: A Global Context. Scholar panel. 
Chapel Hill, NC, April 2016 

“Fight or Flight?: Migrating Black Identities and the Passing Trope.” Panel: Transracial 
Identity: Changing Definitions of Blackness in the 17th Century, The Harlem 
Renaissance Era, and the New Millennium. College Language Association. Houston, 
TX, April 2016 
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Classroom (co-organizer). Main Annual Meeting. American Studies Association. 
Toronto, Canada, October 2015 

 “Toni Morrison Contestations: A Multicultural, Global Perspective on Writer and 
Identity.” Reception Study Society 6th Biannual Conference, Fort Wayne, IN, September 
2015 

 “Discussing Findings from Young Black Male Story Circles at UA. Black Male Summit. 
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Talks, Lectures, and Interviews 
University of Akron 

Speaker and Workshop Facilitator, “Teaching African American Studies (program 
implementation),” Lebanon Trail High School, Frisco, Texas (virtual). November 17, 
2021 

Speaker, “An Investigative Approach: Curriculum Building and Strategies on 
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Lecturer, “An Evening with Zora: Their Eyes Were Watching God and the Harlem 
Renaissance Movement. Black History Month Event. Northwest Akron Public 
Library, February 9, 2016 

Discussant, Northwest Akron Public Library’s Book Club Series on Harper Lee’s To 
Kill a Mockingbird and Go Set a Watchman, July 14, 2015 

UA Scholars Day Participant, 2015 

Evaluator, UASIS (University of Akron Student Innovation Symposium), 2014 

Invited Guest Presenter, Educational Talent Search Summer Program, Akron, 
Ohio, 2014 
Panelist, PASO’s “Ask a Black Person” roundtable discussion, 2013 

Purdue University 

Interviewee. “Purdue Plans MLK Commemorative Events.” WBAA. NPR. West 
Lafayette, IN. January, 2013. https://www.wbaa.org/term/philathia-bolton#stream/0 

Invited Guest Facilitator, “When Identities and Cultures Collide: Approaching 
Conflict as an Opportunity for Change.” The Connections Institute on Leadership and 
Diversity at Purdue University, 2012 

Guest Lecturer, “Introduction to Black Women Writers,” Wabash Area Lifetime 
Learning Association (WALLA), 2010; 2012 

Spelman College (experiences of distinction) 

Student Panelist, “A Conversation with the novelist Pearl Cleage and poet Sonia 
Sanchez,” Spelman College, 2001 

Spokesperson for pilot course at Spelman College on the Civil Rights Movement, 
2000 
The class concluded with students going to Alabama to participate in the 54-mile 
march re-enactment. I met with the Board of Trustees to talk about the experience. 

 
Professional Service 

University of Akron Editorial Board, 2020- 

Area Editor for United States Literature and Culture / African American Literature 
and Culture, Literary Encyclopedia, 2019- 

Reviewed for Twentieth-Century Literature 

Faculty Advisor, Delight, 2017-2021 

Faculty Advisor, BSU (Black Students United, formerly PASO), 2014-2016 

Faculty Advisor, PASO (Pan African Student Organization), 2014 
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ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE 
The University of Akron: 
Honors Advisor, English Department, 2019- 
Director, Teaching English as a Second Language (TESL), 2013-2018 
  

Purdue University: 
General Staff-Temporary Appointment, Purdue University Black Cultural Center, 
2013 




